
 

 

 Jackson High School and Jackson Memorial Middle School are the site of the 2012 OHSSL State Tournament.  Head coach 

and tournament host Leslie Muhlbach arranged with the superintendent that there would be no school on Friday, March 2; 

therefore, the Opening Ceremony will begin at 10:00 a.m. at Jackson HS.  The high school will host  policy debate and the 

Individual Events. Jackson Memorial Middle School will host PF, LD, and Congress. Coaches will be responsible for trans-

porting their students and judges between the high school and the middle school.  Registration on Thursday night  (March 1)

will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Shady Hollow Country Club. The complete time schedule can be downloaded from 

www.ohssl.org/StateTournament/TimeSchedule.  

 

  The Class of 2012 Hall of Fame inductees are Elaine Fippin of Our Lady of the Elms HS and Tom Mosberger of GlenOak 

HS (also coached at Sandy Valley HS). The induction will take place at Friday’s Opening Ceremony. The OHSSL Hall of 

Fame was chartered thirty years ago. 

 

  Member schools must compete at the District Tournaments to qualify students for State Tournament in the Individual Events, 

Lincoln Douglas, Public Forum and Policy debate. Student Congress (also known as Congressional Debate) does not compete 

at the District Tournament. All member schools are invited to bring up to three students to compete in Student Congress at the 

State Tournament. If those students compete in another category at District, they must indicate on a form signed by parents 

that they will decline any qualification in that category because they want to compete at State in Congress. The District Chairs 

have already sent information to coaches regarding registration procedures, fees, and deadlines. 

 

Coaches should remember the following items when preparing for District Tournament: 

1.) Coaches can register up to four entries in each category with a maximum of 39 slots. Students can only compete in one 

category each — no double-entries. 

2.) There is now a seeding option for District Tournament, if Districts want to seed. Each District must send its seeding plan to 

the League Office.  The District Chairs will inform the coaches if seeding will happen at their tournament. 

3.) Electronic devices may be used to store and retrieve information in the preparation room in IX and USX. Extempers must 

provide their own  power sources;  don’t count on using electrical outlets in the prep room.  A reminder  that debaters and 

Congresspersons have already been using electronic devices to store and retrieve information  and to time speaking periods; 

NO contestant (or judges, for that matter) may access the Internet during a round of competition. 

4.) In extemp, ―the speaker must answer the exact question as written on the printed slip submitted to the judge.‖ 

5.) In DUO, HI and DI, material ―must come from a published source (a single ISBN number, web address, DVD, recording, 

etc.) Contestants must identify the author and source of the selection.‖ This does not have to be a printed source; however, if 

the student’s presentation is challenged or protested, the coach must be able within 30 minutes to provide the source for the 

script and the means to view or listen to the script. This is explained on page 21 of the Competitive Events Manual found on 

the web site under OHSSL Constitution. 

6.) The Original Oratory script must be turned in to the District Committee; the bibliography has the sources numbered, and 

the number of each source must be included in the script wherever there are quotations, stats, etc. taken from that source. 

These manuscripts will be sent on to the League Office for all OO qualifiers to State Tournament. Coaches can download the 

OO cover sheets from the web site under State Tournament>Important Forms. 

7) The Prose Poetry manuscript is not turned in to the District Committee; however, the student/coach must prepare the cover 

sheet for Prose Poetry and turn it in to the  District Committee. This will be sent to the League Office for PP qualifiers. It is on 

State Tournament>Important Forms page.  However, if the student’s manuscript is challenged or protested, the coach must 

present to the District Committee within thirty minutes the complete manuscript and the sources from which the cuttings were 

taken. 
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Minutes of the Executive Committee – January 10, 2012 (Tentative until approved) 

 Time: 9:40 a.m.                         Place: Quality Inn, Bellville 

Present:  John Revezzo, chairman;  Alan Bates;  Nick Bollas;  Melissa Donahue;  Richard Kawolics;  Ned 

Lauver, Financial Secretary; Lyle Linerode; Paul Moffitt; Tom Mosberger; Eric Simione; Thom Williams; 

Linda Miller, Executive Director. Absent: Kathy Patron. 

I. Minutes of the September 2011 meeting were amended to reflect that Thom Williams abstained on the motion to grant a waiver of 

membership dues to Medina. The vote was 8-0-1; motion passed. Ned moved to accept the minutes as amended; Paul seconded 

the motion; motion passed. 

II. Executive Director’s report: 

A. Nick moved to approve the waiver of membership dues requests for Carroll HS, Olentangy HS and Worthington Kilbourne 

HS; Alan seconded the motion; motion passed (roll call vote #1). Sixteen waivers of dues were granted for this school year. 

B. Nick moved that the OHSSL pay The Speechdog Group to renew our web site domain name for five years (a cost of $66.95) 

and to continue hosting our web site for the next year ($144.00); Rich seconded the motion; motion passed (roll call vote #2).  

C. The League laptop is five years old and is in need of repair work; one attempt was not successful. Rich moved to purchase a 

new laptop; Alan seconded the motion; motion passed (roll call vote #3).  

D. Wooster City School District and head coach Bill Franck invited the OHSSL to hold its 2014 State Tournament at Wooster 

HS. Paul moved to accept the invitation; Nick seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously. The 2013 State Tournament 

will be in Youngstown District in two of three schools: Canfield, Boardman, and South Range. 

E. Lyle moved to have a booth at the 2012 OSBA Trade Show; Nick seconded the motion; motion passed (roll call vote #4). 

F. Linda has a meeting with our CPA to get the taxes filed. 

III. Lyle moved and Thom seconded to accept the Financial Secretary’s Report of the first quarter budget for 2011-2012. Motion 

approved (roll call #5). Ned suggested a discussion at the Coaches’ Meeting on March 1 of a possible change in the League dues 

and state tournament registration fees. 

IV. Committee Reports: 

A. Funding: Paul discussed the fundraising letter and outreach program he’s been working on; he’ll work with our web master to 

create the alumni page. 

B. Constitution: Nick presented the OHSSL Tournament Operations Manual.  

C. Endowment Fund: Some increase, as noted on the Budget Report.  

D. Hall of Fame: Lyle reported that Elaine Fippin of Our Lady of the Elms and Tom Mosberger were elected to the 2012 Class 

of the Hall of Fame. Paul moved and Eric seconded to accept the report; motion passed (roll vote #6). In May, discuss a 

―legends‖ category. 

V. Old Business 

A. Debate Judge Manual will be created for next year. 

B. Discussion of State Tab Room personnel. 

C. Discussion of breaking ties in SpeechWire. Paul will talk with Ben Stewart. 

D. A possibility someone from NASA will come to State Tournament to speak or judge or help give out debate awards. 

E. Discussion of quality of Congress legislation and the power of the District Congress representative to filter legislation before 

sending it to Tom. Districts need to send six (6) pieces of legislation for State Tournament, not ten. 

VI. New Business 

A. Chris Skovron will write extemp questions for State Tournament. 

B. Discussed plans for State Set-Up on February 23, 24, and 25 in Tipp City. 

C. Thom will have the T-shirt design finished soon; Linda will order trophies and more stop watches to sell at State Tournament. 

D. Rich will take charge of getting the Debate RFD cards scanned after State Tournament. 

E. Edited the 2012 Contestant Info Sheet. 

F. At this point, no coach has confirmed his/her willingness to host State Novice Tournament. 

G. Planned the Coaches’ Meeting on March 1: membership and State registration fees, Congress legislation issues, tournament 

host and Executive Director with tournament details, Ned with merchandising. 

VII. Meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.  (Roll call votes on the next page.) 

 

********************************************************************************************************** 

T-Shirts and Stopwatches on Sale 

  Students and adults will once again be able to purchase T-shirts with the 2012 OHSSL State Tournament logo. That 

design will be ready soon, and then pre-order forms will be emailed to all coaches and placed on our web site. Shirts that 

are pre-ordered will sell for $15 each; the cost will be $20 on March 2 and 3 of the State Tournament. 

  Coaches  will receive  in their registration information  on Thursday night  at State Tournament  the vouchers for each 

T-shirt pre-purchased. The students may exchange their vouchers for T-shirts after the completion of Round I of the 

tournament. The T-shirts will be available in both buildings 
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Roll Call Votes: 

Y=Yes     N=No     AB=Abstain   *John, Eric, and Thom had not yet arrived when this vote was taken.     Kathy was absent. 

 

 

Between the September 2011 meeting and the January 2012 meeting, several votes were conducted through emails to grant waivers 

of membership dues to several schools. Those voting results are below. 

 
  Email votes September 2011-January 2012 

Y=Yes     *No vote was received 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Congress Legislation Concerns 
 

  There’s been some concern expressed this year over two issues with Congress legislation: the content of the 

legislation and potential plagiarism. Some coaches and students have felt that the content/subject matter of the 

legislation  has been  ―less-than-serious‖  and not worthy of Congress  competition. There is some evidence 

that students have used previously-written legislation from other schools or other years and claimed it as their 

own. 

 

  It is the nature of Congress that some amount of ―natural policing‖ of legislation occurs. In other words, if 

students feel that legislation is not worthy of being debated, that legislation will be placed at the bottom of the 

docket and probably never be debated. Having said that, though, it should also be said that coaches have the 

right and the responsibility to filter legislation in order to present debate-worthy content/subject matter. If a 

coach doesn’t think a piece of legislation should be on the docket, the coach should not send it to the Congress 

Chair to put on the State Docket. 
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Motions AB NB MD RK LL PM TM JR TW Total Results NL ES 

1.Waiver Carroll, Olentangy 

& Worthington Kilbourne 
Y Y Y AB Y Y Y * * 7-0-1 PASS Y * 

2.Pay web hosting and  

domain name 
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y * * 8-0 PASS Y * 

3.Purchase laptop Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11-0 PASS Y Y 

4. OSBA 2012 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y AB N 9-1-1 PASS 

5. Budget Report Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11-0 PASS 

6. Hall of Fame Report Y Y Y Y Y Y Y AB Y Y Y 10-0-

1 

PASS 

Motions AB NB MD RK NL LL PM TM KP JR ES TW Total Results 

1. Alliance Y Y Y Y Y Y * Y Y Y * * 9-0 PASS 

2. Arlington, McComb & Miami  

Valley 
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 12-0 PASS 

3. Canal Winchester Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y * Y 11-0 PASS 

4. Mineral Ridge, Washington &  

Sycamore 
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 12-0 PASS 

5. .Padua & Tree of Life Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 12-0 PASS 

6. Worthington Christian * * Y Y Y Y * * * Y Y Y 7-0 PASS 

7. Fairless Y * Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y * * 9-0 PASS 
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September 17 Coaches’ Meeting: Jackson HS (Canton)  
October 
14-15    John CarrollðPDQ 
22         Carrollton (CA) Novice/Varsity Congress 
 Horizon (CL) Novice 
 Centerville (GMV) Novice IE, LD, PF & Judge Workshop 
  Springfield (Y) Novice 
29      GlenOak (CA) Novice AE/Varsity SC 
             Edison (CL) AE 
             South Range (Y) tentative  
   
November 
4 Perry (CA) Pol & LD, maybe PF and SC 
5 Perry (CA) AE 

Lincoln West (CL) AE 
Mount Vernon (TT)  
Columbiana (Y) IE, LD, PF, SC 

11-12     Barton Classic Princeton (GMV)               
12           Wadsworth (A) IE, LD, PF, SC   

Vermilion (CL) AE 
Upper Arlington (TT)   

 Niles McKinley (Y) IE, LD, PF, SC 
19 Copley (A) IE, LD, PF, SC. 
 Mentor (CL) AE 
 Maumee (TT)  

Austintown Fitch (Y) IE, LD, PF 
 

December  
2-3 Boardman (Y) IE, LD, PF, SC  
3 Louisville (CA) AE 

Olmsted Falls (CL) AE  
Whitmer (TT)  

9-10 GlenOak Adult Booster Club Debate (CA)   
                All Debate  & SC 
10 Canton McKinley (CA) IE, SC  

Chagrin Falls (CL) AE  
Gahanna Lincoln (TT) IE, LD, PF, SC  
Poland (Y) IE, LD, PF, SC  

16 Stow-Munroe Falls (A) PDQ Pol 
17 Stow-Munroe Falls (A) Pol/LD/PF/SC 
 CVCA (A) IE 
 Beachwood (CL) AE 
 Wauseon (TT)   
               Howland (Y) IE, LD, PF, SC 
January 
6-7 Canton Central Catholic (CA) PDQ Pol, LD, PF, SC 
7  Highland (A) AE 
 Canton Central Catholic (CA) IE 
 Vermilion (CL) AE 
 Middletown (GMV)  
 Liberty Benton (TT)  
 Canfield (Y) IE, LD, PF, SC/Power rds.  
13-14 Sylvania (TT) PDQ Pol./AE 
14 Berea (CL) AE  
 Warren JFK (Y) IE, LD, PF 
20-21     Wooster (A) PDQ Pol 

21          Wooster (A) AE 
 Laurel (CL) AE 

Notre Dame (TT)  
Liberty (Y) IE, LD, PF 

26 Akron Districts Debate ð Copley 
27 Youngstown Districts Debate ð Howland 
28  Akron Districts IE ð Copley  
 Youngstown Districts IE ð Howland 
 Timken (CA) ð IE 
 Solon (CL) AE  

Mason (GMV) IE, LD, PF, SC  
Bexley (TT) 

February 11  Norton (A) LD and PF  
 

 
               
OHSSL DISTRICTS 
Feb. 3 & 4: Canton Districtsï GlenOak 

    Cleveland Districtsï Berea 
     Greater Miami Valley Districts ï Middletown 
Feb. 4:       Tarhe Trails District sï Bexley 

  
NFL DISTRICTS 
Feb. 17 & 18 : Eastern Ohio -- Perry                
                        North Coast ï St. Ignatius 
           Northern OhioðBoardman  
                        Western Ohio ï Perrysburg  
                                        
STATE FINALS TOURNAMENT: 
Set-up Feb. 23, 24, & 25   ï League Office in Tipp City 
March 1, 2, & 3 at Jackson HS 
 
NFL NATIONAL TOURNAMENT: June 2012 
 
Congress only: 
February 11 ð Practice at Gilmour 
March 10 ðPractice at Stow-Munroe 
           12 ð Practice at Jackson 
           14ðPractice at Canton McKinley 
           17 ð EONFL District Congress ð Our Lady of the Elms 
             

 

  2011-2012 TOURNAMENT CALENDAR  

LEGEND 

IE=Individual Events        Pol=Policy      LD=Lincoln Douglas                PF=Public Forum               SC=Student Congress 

PDQ=Pre-District Qualifying Policy Debate               AE=All Events 
 

(A) Akron      (CA) Canton      (CL) Cleveland      (GMV) Greater Miami Valley      (TT) Tarhe Trails      (Y) Youngstown 

Executive Committee  

Meeting Dates: 

 

Coaches’ Meeting:  September 17 

September 16 and 17 

January 10, 2012 

State Set-Up February 23, 24 & 25 

State Tournament March 1, 2& 3 

May 7  

Summer 2012: To be announced 
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OHSSL Financial Report: January 2012    

    Current  Year to      

Code Category  Period  Date Difference  Budget  

Expenses          

1 Committee Expenses 415.92 863.42 5136.58 6,000.00 

2 Director's Contract & Expenses 226.00 4318.33 9681.67 14,000.00 

3 Office Expenses 45.08 60.57 2439.43 2,500.00 

4 Accounting/Related 0.00 0.00 1000.00 1,000.00 

5 Printing 1417.00 1421.45 78.55 1,500.00 

6 Postage 198.07 203.02 296.98 500.00 

7 Telephone 61.25 306.44 593.56 900.00 

8 Technology  Services 97.03 188.29 3311.71 3,500.00 

9 State Tournaments 0.00 0.00 12000.00 12,000.00 

10 Workshops and Seminars 0.00 776.35 -26.35 750.00 

11 Capital Improvements 0.00 0.00 1500.00 1,500.00 

12 Publicity 50.00 768.60 731.40 1,500.00 

13 Transfer to Endowment 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

14 Miscellaneous 175.00 176.95 5856.24 6,033.19 

  TOTAL $2,685.35  $9,083.42  $42,599.77   $  51,683.19  

        

Receipts            

101 Dues 7895.82 15605.82 -2394.18 18,000.00 

102 Registration 0.00 0.00 -13000.00 13,000.00 

103 Sales 633.38 779.22 -9220.78 10,000.00 

104 Workshops and Seminars 30.00 1195.00 395.00 800.00 

105 PDQs 150.00 150.00 -100.00 250.00 

106 Award Sponsorships 0.00 0.00 -100.00 100.00 

107 Fees 0.00 0.00 -250.00 250.00 

108 Interest 0.00 0.00 -20.00 20.00 

109 Carryover 0.00 9013.19 0.00 9,013.19 

110 Miscellaneous 75.42 1797.15 1547.15 250.00 

  TOTAL $8,709.20  $28,540.38  ($23,142.81) $51,683.19  

Bal- Checking: $22,125.02 (as of 12/14/2011)  Total Revenue Over 

 Endowment: $47,099.09 (as of 12/23/2011)  Expenditures or (Shortfall): 

     $19,456.96  

OHSSL Endowment Fund Report:    

  Current Year to   

Code Category Period Date Difference Budget 

Ex-           

A 01 School Dues/Fee Waivers 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 1000.00 

A 02 League Expenses 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

A 03 Scholarships 0.00 0.00 200.00 200.00 

A 04 Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

  TOTAL  $             -     $             -    $1,200.00  $1,200.00  

Receipts            

B 001 Tournament Ads 200.00 200.00 1,800.00 2000.00 

B 002 Donations 0.00 125.00 375.00 500.00 

B 003 Transfer from Operating Account 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 1000.00 

B 004 Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

  TOTAL  $      200.00   $      325.00  ($3,175.00) $3,500.00  



 

 

LINDA MILLER  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

7350 BARD ROAD 

TIPP CITY, OHIO  45371 -7625 

Phone: 937-667-3955   Toll free 1-866-727-6477 

Fax: 937-669-8822 

Email: OHSSL@aol.com  or  linda@ohssl.org 

www.ohssl.org 

Student Speakers Today...  

Community Leaders Tomorrow  
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Districts Contô from page 1 

8.) Cross-X in both US and International Extemp will be conducted in the final round at State Tournament,  and it will 

be a three-minute back-and-forth period — i.e. more than one question will be asked and answered during the time 

limit. 

9.) District Committees  only need to send six  (6)  pieces of legislation, rather than ten  (10)  for State Tournament. 

The legislation can be national or state in scope. 
 

T-Shirts and Stopwatches Contô from page 2 

  The League Office has also sold stopwatches with the OHSSL logo the last three years. There are a few left if 

coaches want to purchase them before District Tournament for $5.00 each, plus postage. More stopwatches have been 

ordered. Coaches and students will be able to purchase them at the State Tournament. 

 
Congress Concerns Contô from page 3 

  The six District Congress  representatives  who receive  the legislation and prepare it  to send on to the Congress 

Chairman also have the right and responsibility to filter the legislation — either for content or for the format. Students 

are  to use the NFL template  in formatting  their legislation.  When the Chairman  prepares  the different pieces of 

legislation into one document to upload the docket to the web site, he has much less trouble if all legislation is created 

using the NFL template. 

 

  Students may submit previously-prepared legislation from other schools or other years; however, proper credit 

should be given to those schools without trying to claim personal authorship. 

 

  Congress students should also realize that they may debate legislation both national or state-wide in scope at local 

practice tournaments and at the OHSSL State Tournament.  
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