Cleveland District Legislation

January 2010

Beachwood:  A, B, D, F, K, M, S

Berea:  E, G, L, N, O, P, T

Rocky River: C, H, J, Q, R, V, W

A: A Bill Eliminating Scoliosis Testing in Schools

B: A Bill to Stimulate the Ugandan Economy by Investing Monetary Aid in Start-up Businesses

C: A Resolution to Abolish the Department of Education

D: A Resolution to Fund Virtual Reality Therapy for Victims of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

E: A Resolution to Withdraw Troops from Afghanistan

F: A Resolution to Establish Medical Courts

G: A Resolution to Abolish Mandatory Minimum Sentences for Drug-Related Crimes

H: A Resolution to Install Traffic Cameras in Every Major Intersection to Discourage Reckless Driving

J:  A Resolution to Repeal the Cuban Embargo

K:  A Resolution to Change the Voting Age to Sixteen

L:  A Bill to Create the Arctic Refuge Wilderness

M:  A Resolution to Reform the Policy of Affirmative Action

N:  A Resolution to Fund Algae Farming

O:  A Bill Eliminating images of Smoking and Tobacco from all media

P:  A Bill to Lower the Drinking Age to 18 

Q:  A Resolution to Establish a System of Mandatory Drug Testing for Welfare Recipients in the United States

R:  A Bill to Remove the Patent on Antiretroviral Drugs

S:  A bill to ban the use of all hand held devices while driving

T:  A Bill Concerning PUSH-TO-EXIT DOORS in Public Bathrooms

V:  A Bill to Halt the Practice of Double Taxation

W:  A Resolution on Congressional Insider Trading                      

A:  A Bill eliminating Scoliosis Testing in Schools

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
Whereas testing for scoliosis in schools is not cost effective and does not reduce the severity of the disease, nor lead to early detection,

Section 2.
Be it resolved that scoliosis testing in schools be eliminated.
Section 3.
This bill will be enforced by the individual school boards.
SECTION 4.
This Bill shall go into effect 6 months after passage.  

Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void

Introduced by Brecksville Broadview Heights HS

B:  A Bill to Stimulate the Ugandan Economy by Investing Monetary Aid in Start-up Businesses

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
The USA will appropriate 5 million dollars to invest in micro start-up businesses in Uganda. 
Section 2.
From 1986 to 2003, the people of Uganda were plagued with an extreme genocide that caused widespread displacement and poverty. In order to provide lasting relief for these people, the USA must donate this small portion of money to start-up businesses rather than normal humanitarian aid in order to jump start their economy and therefore create long term benefits for Uganda. 
Section 3.
The US Agency for International Development (USAID) will oversee the implementation of this bill. 
A. As stated before, the money will be distributed directly to selected entrepreneurs in Uganda, and will hopefully be spread throughout the country rather than concentrated in larger cities. 
SECTION 4.
This bill will be implemented March 1, 2010. 
Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced by Hathaway Brown School

C:  A Resolution to Abolish the Department of Education
WHEREAS,
the Department of Education goes against the United States’ Constitution’s 10th Amendment which makes education a state and local matter; and

WHEREAS,
the Department of Education’s funding has gone from $14.5 billion in 1979 to $59.2 billion in 2009; and

WHEREAS,
since the Department of Education’s founding in 1979, test scores and student performance has not improved and the United States continues to lag behind other countries in the international community; and
WHEREAS,
benefits initially promised by the department have not materialized and there is no reason for its’ continued existence; now, therefore,
RESOLVED,
by the Student Congress here assembled that: the Department of Education be abolished.

Introduced by Magnificat HS

D:  A Resolution to Fund Virtual Reality Therapy for Victims of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
WHEREAS,
research estimates show that PTSD will develop in 11-17% of service members who have been deployed to combat zones and this likelihood increases with repeat deployments; and

WHEREAS,
14% of service members who return from current conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq develop PTSD; and

WHEREAS,
without widespread access to therapy to cope with PTSD, many of these service-members cannot cope with this mental illness; and

WHEREAS,
the United States has an obligation to their service members that have fought overseas and further funding needs to be appropriated and research conducted in order for innovations in this field to continue to be promoted; now, therefore, be it

Be it resolved by the Student Congress here assembled that: an additional $1.3 million in research funding be appropriated for the purpose of virtual reality therapy for victims of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.

Introduced by Magnificat HS

E:  A Resolution to Withdraw Troops from Afghanistan
WHEREAS,
the United States has failed to state a definite mission within Afghanistan and little has been accomplished; and

WHEREAS,
fighting has proven to be an ineffective means to address the root problems that lie within Afghanistan and solving these is necessary before reconstruction can begin and stability can be achieved; and

WHEREAS,
American lives continue to be risked each and every day with little progress and thus withdrawal is necessary; and

WHEREAS,
education has proven to be a more effective means in the past and thus should be investigated today; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Student Congress here assembled that: the United States set a timeline for withdrawal from Afghanistan over the course of the next three years.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that: the United States Congress promote education in achieving stability and reconstructing Afghanistan.

Introduced by Magnificat HS

F:  A Resolution to Establish Medical Courts
WHEREAS,
medical malpractice lawsuits have randomized justice; and

WHEREAS,
the costs of these lawsuits are driving up the cost of healthcare as a whole through the promotion of defensive medicine and has caused the field of medicine to be undermined; and

WHEREAS,
as a result some 45 million Americans go without healthcare and medical students are avoiding high-risk professions because of this fear; and

WHEREAS,
medical courts with established and knowledgeable medical personnel would be able to ensure randomized medical justice comes to an end and that the negative impacts of the current medical justice system are not exacerbated; now, therefore, 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Student Congress here assembled that: medical courts be established within the United States.
Introduced by Magnificat HS

G: A Resolution to Abolish Mandatory Minimum Sentences for Drug-Related Crimes

1. Whereas, Mandatory minimum sentences were put in effect in 1986 in an attempt to deter criminals; and

2. Whereas, Their benefits are few, and these laws have only led to overcrowding within the prison system

3. and limited judges' discretion in court cases; and

4. Whereas, After the implementation of these laws, the prison population grew by 80% from 1990 to 

5. 2000; and

6. Whereas, The prison system costs state governments over $30 billion and costs the federal government

7. $5 billion; therefore

8. BE IT RESOLVED by the Student Congress here assembled that all federal laws that mandate a 

9. minimum sentence for drug-related offenses should be amended to remove the minimum sentence and 

10. all states should be encouraged to so amend their laws as well.  

Introduced by University School

H: A Resolution to Install Traffic Cameras in Every Major Intersection to Discourage Reckless Driving
WHEREAS,
There are one thousand five hundred people who die due to reckless driving each year; and

WHEREAS,
Reckless driving and aggressive driving is on the rise; and

WHEREAS,
This is increasing the risk of getting into an accident; and

WHEREAS,
A major intersection will be one with two thousand cars that enter and exit the intersection on average in any one hour period; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED,
That the Student Congress here assembled encourage cities to install red light cameras at all major intersections.
Introduced by Mentor High School

J:  A Resolution to Repeal the Cuban Embargo

WHEREAS,
the Cuban embargo has failed in its goal of stopping the spread of communism; and

WHEREAS,
the Cuban embargo has made it impossible for the United States and Cuba to benefit from each other economically; and

WHEREAS,
the Cuban embargo has strained relations between the United States and Cuba; and

WHEREAS,
it is in the United States’ best interest to establish a working relationship with Cuba; 

WHEREAS,   a working relationship with Cuba will help allow the spread of democracy to Cuba; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED,
That the Student Congress here assembled that: Effective January 1st 2010 the United States government will lift the trade and travel embargo on Cuba and repeal the Cuban Democracy Act and the Helms-Burton Act.

Introduced by Olmsted Falls High School

K:  A Resolution to Change the Voting 

Age to Sixteen

11. Whereas, twenty-nine percent of all U.S. teenagers are employed and taxed without representation, and

12. Whereas, teenager should have a voice in who represents them, and

13. Whereas, by taking high school course in history and civics and by participating in such 

14. extracurricular activities as forensics, students obtain enough knowledge in politics and current events 

15. that they are able and motivated to vote responsibly and effectively, therefore,

16. BE IT RESOLVED by the Student Congress here assembled that all United States citizens who have

17. attained the age of sixteen should be given the right to vote in all national, state, and local elections.

Introduced by University School

L:  A Bill to Create the Arctic Refuge Wilderness

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) will be hereby reestablished as the Arctic Refuge Wilderness in accordance with the Wilderness Act of 1964.
Section 2.
A.
The Arctic Refuge Wilderness will be composed of the 19,286,482 
acres known as ANWR in northeastern Alaska, as its borders will be 
the same as ANWR's, excluding the preexistent Mollie Beattie 
Wilderness. 


B.
Industrial, as used in this bill, is defined as all activity by a private or 
public entity related to the oil and or mining industry and without 
environmental benefit. It does not include scientific research approved 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Section 3.
This legislation will be enforced by the National Wilderness Preservation System and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service respectively.
B. All further industrial research and operations within the 1.5 million acre §1002 area, as designated by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980, will hereby be ceased and deemed illegal.
C. A total of ten million dollars will be appropriated to the aforementioned departments to enforce this bill.
SECTION 4.
The sections of this legislation will go into affect no later than two years from its passage.  

Section 5. 
All sections of laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced by Olmsted Falls High School
M:  A Resolution to Reform the Policy of Affirmative Action

WHEREAS,  Affirmative action, the current policy for college admissions and job acceptance at many institutions, includes rewards based on gender and race; and
WHEREAS,
This policy gives significant advantages to women and minorities, while hindering males and Caucasians; and
WHEREAS,
As a result of this policy, reverse discrimination of the aforementioned groups occurs, contrarily to the intent of affirmative action; and
WHEREAS,
In order to establish and maintain true equality in colleges and workplaces nationwide, it is necessary to eliminate racial and sexual favoritism; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: the United States mandate the abolition of affirmative action as a policy for college admissions and job acceptance; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: the United States encourage colleges and businesses to institute a policy where instead, only academic record and necessary qualifications are used to determine acceptance.

Introduced by Vermilion High School

N:  A Resolution to Fund Algae Farming

1. WHEREAS,
the US spends approximately $200,000 a minute on foreign oil, and
2. WHEREAS,
the US dependency on foreign oil is a threat to our security and well-being, and
3. WHEREAS,
approximately 7.5 billion gallons of biofuel can be created from only 780 square miles of algae farms, and 

4. WHEREAS,
the oil produced from these farms can be used as a feasible biofuel, and
5. WHEREAS,
the operating costs of these farms is equated to 46.2 million dollar which includes power consumption, labor, chemicals, taxes, etc.)

6. RESOLVED,
By this Student Congress here assembled that the United States government should fund the production of biofuels in the form of algae farms. 

Introduced by Highland High School

O:  A Bill Eliminating images of Smoking and Tobacco from all media

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
Whereas studies show that when children are exposed to images of smoking and tobacco, they are more likely to partake,

Section 2.
And that Smoking and tobacco use is a serious health problem,

SeCTION 3.   Be it resolved that all images or portrayals of smoking and tobacco be eliminated from all media mediums, including, but not limited to videos, movies, radio, billboards, etc.
Section 3.
This bill will be enforced by the FCC.
SECTION 4.
This Bill shall go into effect 12 months after passage.  

Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced by Brecksville Broadview Heights

P:  A Bill to Lower the Drinking Age to 18

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
The drinking age in all fifty states be lowered from 21 years to 18 years.

Section 2.
Drinking age here means the age at which alcohol consumption is legally permissible. 

Section 3.
This bill will be overseen by the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB). All alcohol products, regardless of location, may be sold to adults 18 years and older. 

SECTION 4.
This legislation will go into effect three months after its passage.  

Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced by Hathaway Brown School

Q:  A Resolution to Establish a System of Mandatory Drug Testing for Welfare Recipients in the United States

Whereas:
The United States welfare system currently provides welfare aid to many individuals because thee individual allocates money towards the funding of illegal substance abuse; and

Whereas:
Individuals doing so allow the U.S. Government to fund the necessary amenities of life, while actively breaking the law through illegal substance abuse; and

Whereas:
The monies spent on this illegal substance abuse could be better used towards basic amenities; and

Whereas:
Proper use of capital would eliminate the individual's need for welfare assistance; and

Whereas:
Such welfare abuse defeats the basic purpose behind the welfare system, and diminishes funds which could otherwise be used towards individuals with a realistic need for welfare assistance.

Therefore:
be it resolved by this Student Congress here assembled that a system of mandatory drug testing be put into place to revoke welfare eligibility for users of illegal drug substances.

Introduced by Stow-Munroe Falls HS

R:  A Bill to Remove the Patent on Antiretroviral Drugs
BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
All antiretroviral drugs will have their patent removed to allow generic drug companies to produce these drugs and sell them for a lower price and make them more affordable. 

Section 2. Whereas antiretroviral drugs will be known as medications for the treatment of infection by retroviruses, primarily HIV. 

Section 3.
The United States Food and Drug Administration (USFDA) will oversee that this bill would be put into action.
D. Let it be known that if this bill is passed, all companies that produce these drugs will no longer be allowed to have a patent over the antiretroviral medications. 
SECTION 4.
All patents will be removed by September 2010  
Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced by Hathaway Brown School

S:  A bill to ban the use of all 

hand held devices while driving
1     
Be it enacted by this student congress here assembled that:         
2     
Section 1:    The use of all hand held devices including but not limited   
3   


to cell phones, multi media devices, and mp3 be                   
4      


prohibited while driving.
5     
Section 2:
This bill will be enforced by local and state police.
6       
Section 3:
Drivers found using a hand held device while driving
7                           
will be fined up to $500.
8   
This legislation will go into effect on July 1, 2010.  
9
Introduced by Wooster High School
T:  A Bill Concerning PUSH-TO-EXIT DOORS 

in Public Bathrooms

1.
Be it enacted by the Congressional Debate legislative body here assembled that

2.
Section 1.
ALL public bathrooms of establishments where food and/or drink is sold shall be 
3.


retrofitted with push-to-exit hardware on the exit doors.

4.

Subsection 1a.
Any public restroom that currently has open entries with blind partitions, 

5.



privacy walls, or directional blind entries shall not be subject to this law.

6.

Subsection 1b.
Restrooms with doorknobs or handles must change the hardware so that 
7.



occupants may push the door open without having to physically manipulate any 8.



hardware necessary for exit.

9.

Subsection 1c.
Single occupancy bathrooms will install push to open hardware and a separate 10.



locking mechanism so that users can still lock the door while using the facility 
11.



and then unlock the door before washing their hands.

12.
Section 5.
Health Inspectors, while inspecting facilities, will check bathrooms to make sure that 
13.


these establishments are complying with this law.

14.
Section 6.
Establishments NOT complying with this law will be cited with a $250.00 fine per 
15.


bathroom that fails to meet the proposed mandates herein
16.

Subsection 6a.
In addition to any fines issued for noncompliance of this bill, five (5) points will 17.



be taken away from the establishment’s Sanitation Rating for that period’s 

18.



inspection.

17.
Section 7.
Monies collected as a result of this bill will go to the State Health Department.

18.
Section 8. 
This bill, if enacted into law, becomes effective January 1, 2011 

19.
Introduced by Wooster High School
V:  A Bill to Halt the Practice of Double Taxation

1.      Be it enacted by the NFL student congress here assembled:

2.      Section 1.  That parents be allowed to bestow gifts up to one million

3. dollars in value to their adult children  with out said gifts being taxed.

4.       Section 2.   The United States Government shall place no tax on an estate

5. whose total value is under ten million dollars.

6.       Section 3.  All legislation in conflict with this bill should be considered 

7. null and void.  

8.       Section 4.   The provisions of this legislation will take effect April 15, 2010.

Introduced by Gilmour Academy

	W:  A RESOLUTION ON CONGRESSIONAL INSIDER TRADING



	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
	Whereas, Insider Trading is defined as “The illegal buying or selling of securities on the basis of information that is unavailable to the public.”
Whereas, Congressional representatives who trade stocks using prior knowledge of legislation which may aid or cripple companies and entire industries are using nonpublic information to reap monetary gain.

Whereas, Members of Congress guilty of insider trading are violating the Code of Ethics for Government Service.   

Whereas, Government officials should be held to the same standards as the American people.  

	9

10

11
	BE IT RESOLVED BY STUDENT CONGRESS ASSEMBLED THAT The United States adopts a law prohibiting Congressional insider trading which brings such transgressions of the Code of Ethics for Government Service to justice.  
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