
 

 

   Our State Tournament hosts — Rich Kawolics at Laurel and Jason 

Habig at Hathaway Brown — are in the process of finalizing details 

for March. Go to State Tournament page of our website for specific 

information.  

  Coaches can download:  

 a list of hotel sites and maps of directions between the schools; 

 the T-shirt presale order form; 

 the time schedule; 

 the Contestant Information Sheet; 

 Tournament booklet ad information. 

  Student Congress legislation will be sent to the League Office by 

February 8. After the legislation is formatted into one document, it 

will be uploaded to the website so that students can download it 

themselves and bring to State Tournament. Copies of the legislation 

will NOT be distributed to students — only to the Parliamentarians 

and judges in the Congress sessions. 

  Hathaway will host the Thursday night registration and LD, PF, 

and Congress. John Carroll University will host Policy and the 

Opening and Awards ceremonies. Laurel will host IE.  Students 

won’t move between buildings to compete!  

  Buses must  park at JCU or Shaker Heights Middle School during 

the tournament; students and judges will be shuttled to the other 

schools after the Opening  Ceremony on Friday, after the last 

rounds Friday night, and after the final round announcements on 

Saturday. 

  After the District Tournaments, District Chairs will go to 

www.SpeechWire.com, mark the students who are qualified for 

State Tournament, and send the Original Oratory and Prose Poetry 

scripts for the qualifiers to the State Office. Linda will then move 

the qualifiers  to the State Tournament SpeechWire site and add the 

PDQ debaters’ names. 
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This and That…   

  Congratulations to 

Paul Moffitt (Sylvania 

Southview) and Trish 

Sanders (Notre Dame 

Academy) for being 

elected into the Hall of 

Fame Class of 2010. It 

has been many years 

since both coaches are 

from the same district,  

in this case, Tarhe 

Trails . 

  The induction takes 

place on Friday at the 

Opening Assembly of 

the State Tournament 

at John Carroll Uni-

versity. 

  State Tournament 

begins on Thursday 

night at Hathaway 

Brown with 7:00 p.m. 

registration and a Hall 

of Fame reception for 

coaches only. There 

will be light snacks. 

  Around 8:30 p.m. the 

Executive Committee 

will meet with coaches 

for tournament details 

and other agenda 

items. 

 Linda 

         Winter Newsletter  
www.ohssl.org 
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September 12 Coaches’ Meeting— Laurel School  
October 
16-17 John Carroll University  PDQ 
24        Carrollton Todd Casper Memorial (CA) Novice AE  
              Horizon (CL) Novice AE 
              Springfield (Y) Novice IE/ LD/ PF/SC 
31           Edison (CL) AE 
 Columbiana (Y) IE/LD/PF 
 GlenOak (CA) Novice AE/Varsity & Novice SC 
November 
6-7 Perry (CA) PDQ/LD/PF  
7 Perry (CA) AE 

Vermilion (CL) AE 
Lima Central Catholic (TT) IE 
Niles McKinley (Y) IE/LD/PF/4 rounds? 

13          Barton Classic Princeton (GMV) PDQ/ LD/PF              
14          Barton Classic Princeton (GMV) AE 
             Wadsworth (A) LD/PF/IE   

       w/Storytelling/Readers Theatre 
Jackson (CA) IE/LD/PF 
Lincoln West (CL) AE 
Upper Arlington (TT) IE/LD/PF/SC  

 Austintown Fitch (Y) IE/LD/PF/ Power Rds. 
21 Copley (A) AE 
 Mentor (CL) AE 
 Maumee (TT) IE/LD/PF/SC 

Liberty (Y) IE/LD/PF 
December  
4-5 Boardman (Y) IE/LD/PF/ Semis/Power 
5 Louisville (CA) AE 

Olmsted Falls (CL) AE  
Fairmont Forensics Festival (GMV) IE/PF/LD 
Whitmer (TT) IE/LD/PF/SC 

11-12 GlenOak Adult Booster Club Debate (CA)   
                All Debate  
12 Canton McKinley (CA) IE/SC Power Rds. 

Laurel/University School (CL) AE  
Gahanna Lincoln (TT) IE/LD/PF/SC  
Poland (Y) IE/LD/PF/SC  

18 Stow-Munroe Falls (A) PDQ 
19 Stow-Munroe Falls (A) LD/PF/SC 
 CVCA Holiday (A) IE 
 Midpark (CL) AE 
              Middletown Forensifest (GMV) IE/PF/LD 

Wauseon (TT) IE/LD/PF/SC  
              Howland (Y) IE/LD/PF/SC/4 rounds 
January 
8-9 Canton Central Catholic (CA) PDQ/LD 
9 Canton Central Catholic (CA) PF 
 Timken (CA) IE 
 Beachwood (CL) AE 

 Liberty Benton (TT) IE/LD/PF/SC  
 Canfield (Y) IE/LD/PF/4 rounds or power  
15-16 Sylvania (TT) PDQ/AE 
16 Canton Central Catholic (CA) IE/LD/PF 

Berea (CL) AE  
 Warren JFK (Y) IE/LD/PF 
22          Wooster (A) PDQ 
23          Wooster (A) AE 
 Rocky River (CL) AE 

Notre Dame (TT) IE/LD/PF/SC 
29 Youngstown District Debate 
30 Solon (CL) AE  

Mason (GMV) IE/PF/LD 
Perrysburg (TT) IE/LD/PF/SC 

              Youngstown District IE 
OHSSL DISTRICTS 
Feb. 4: Akron District ð Our Lady of the Elms 
Feb. 5 & 6: Canton District ð Jackson 

    Cleveland District ð Vermilion 
    Greater Miami Valley District ð Centerville  

Feb. 6:  Akron District ðWooster 
                Tarhe Trails District ð Bexley 

  

NFL DISTRICTS 
Feb. 12 & 13: Northern Ohio District ð Ursuline 
Feb. 18 :  Eastern Ohio District ð Registration & Coaches Meeting 

-- GlenOak 
Feb. 19 & 20: Eastern Ohio -- GlenOak               
                      North Coast District ð Orange  
                      Western Ohio District ð Princeton 
                                        
STATE FINALS TOURNAMENT: 
Set-up Feb. 25, 26 & 27 ð League Office 
March 4, 5, and 6 at JCU/Hathaway Brown/Laurel 
 

STATE NOVICE TOURNAMENT: 
March 12 & 13: Poland Seminary 
 

NFL NATIONAL TOURNAMENT: 
June 13-18 òJazzinõ It Up in KCó ñ Kansas City, MO 
 

2009-2010 TOURNAMENT CALENDAR  

LEGEND 

IE=Individual Events              LD=Lincoln Douglas                PF=Public Forum               SC=Student Congress 

PDQ=Pre-District Qualifying Policy Debate               AE=All Events 
 

(A) Akron      (CA) Canton      (CL) Cleveland      (GMV) Greater Miami Valley      (TT) Tarhe Trails      (Y) Youngstown 

For Your Convenience: Check these dates! 
 
ACT Test Dates:                 SAT Test Dates: 
September 12, 2009             October 10, 2009 
October 24, 2009                 November 7, 2009 
December 12, 2009             December 5, 2009 
February 6, 2010                  January 23, 2010 
April 10, 2010                       March 13, 2010 
June 12, 2010                       May 1, 2010 
                                             June 5, 2010  
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Calendar Continued 
   Congress-only Tournaments: 
February  
13  Gilmour (CL) NFL Final Congress 
 Wauseon (TT)  
27  Perrysburg (TT) 
March 
13  Whitmer (TT) 
17 Stow-Munroe Falls (A) 
20 Gahanna Lincoln (TT) 
   Eastern Ohio NFL at Our Lady of the Elms 
27        Western Ohio NFL at the Statehouse in Columbus 
 

Please check the web site for Calendar up-dates. 
 

2009-2010 Executive Committee  

 
Trish Sanders, Chair, Notre Dame Academy     tsanders@nda.org  

John Mercer, Financial Secretary, Olmsted Falls HS    jmercer@ofcs.org  

Lyle Linerode, Secretary, Gahanna Lincoln HS    LinerodeL@gjps.org 

Linda Miller, Executive Director  linda@ohssl.org   and   OHSSL@aol.com  

Vicki Balzer, Magnificat HS   vickibalzer@msn.com     

Alan Bates, Financial Secretary, Princeton HS   abates@princeton.k12.oh.us  

Nick Bollas, GlenOak HS     nbollas@yahoo.com 

Melissa Donahue, Mason HS    donahuem@mason.k12.oh.us  

Ned Lauver, Wooster HS    lauver.ne@wooster.k12.oh.us 

Paul Moffitt, Sylvania Southview HS     sysv_aca_pmo@nwoca.org 

Eric Simione, Boardman HS    Eric.Simione@BoardmanSchools.org 

Fred Snook, Kenston HS     Huck47@Juno.com 

Thom Williams, Howland HS    thomas.williams@neomin.org 

 

The District Committee lists can be found on the web site (Executive Committee page). 

Executive Committee Meeting Dates: 

 

Coachesõ Meeting:  September 12, 2009, at Laurel School 

September 15, 2009, in Bellville 

January 12, 2010, in Bellville 

State Set-Up February 25, 26 & 27 in Tipp City 

State Tournament March 4, 5 & 6 in Cleveland District 

May 3 (and May 2 if necessary) in Bellville 

Summer: To be announced 

mailto:Huck47@Juno.com
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Minutes of the Executive Committee ï January 12, 2010 (tentative until approved) 

Time: 9:30 a.m.                        Place: Quality Inn, Bellville 

Present: Trish Sanders chairman; Vicki Balzer; Alan Bates; Nick Bollas; Melissa Donahue; 

Ned Lauver; Lyle Linerode; John Mercer, Financial Secretary; Paul Moffitt; Eric Simione; 

Fred Snook; Thom Williams; Linda Miller, Executive Director.  

I. Call to Order at 9:40 a.m. 

II. September meeting minutes were approved. 

III. Executive Directorôs Report 

A. Waiver fees ï John moved to ñwaive membership fees for three schools (Piqua, Sandy Valley and 

Lordstown) and the other school requests if they contact the League Office this week. Ned seconded the 

motion; it passed (RC #1). 

B. Discussion of status of tournament booklet materials. Ads will be due from coaches by February 8. Weôll 

do a free ad for SpeechWire again and for John Carroll University.  

C. Discussion   of   the   Youngstown  extemper  who  was  disqualified  from  a  tournament  for   using  

pre-tournament speech notes during a round. 

IV. Treasurerôs Report  

A. John presented the first quarter report financial report. 

B. He discussed the situation with our State of Ohio and Federal taxes. The State waived our fines for not 

filing on time.  Weôve discovered  we need  to file a 990 with the Federal government,  and John is 

working on that. Lyle moved to accept the report and Vicki seconded it; it passed (RC#2). 

V. Committee Reports 

     A. Technology ï Thom reported on the changes in the web design and materials he has uploaded. He needs 

district information materials, photos for the website, the Appendices (which Nick gave him) and the 

State Congress docket. The next phase will include pictures of Hall of Fame members, a student site for 

tips for them, Shop OHSSL, links to Twitter, etc., and a possible Communication for Education. 

     B. Constitution ï Nick discussed the problems he was having with the formatting of the Appendices. OO 

and PP cover sheets and bibliographies and IE master judge ballots and student critiques will be up-

loaded separately. 

     C. Endowment Fundðis increasing in value. 

     D. Hall of Fame ï Fred reported that Paul Moffitt of Sylvania Southview and Trish Sanders of Notre Dame 

Academy were elected into the 2010 Class of the Hall of Fame. Trish received 44 votes, Paul 33, Elaine 

Fippin 28,  Suzanne Theisen 17, and Robert Shurtz 14.  Out of a total of 136 votes cast,  12 came from 

Akron, 10 from Canton, 20 from Cleveland, 4 from Greater Miami Valley, 23 from Tarhe Trails, 12 from 

Youngstown,  and  55  from  current  Hall of Fame members.  Fred moved to accept  the results;  John 

seconded the motion; the motion passed (with both Paul and Trish abstaining). 

     E. Communications/Outreach ï Vicki and Melissa reported that coaches are not utilizing Facebook.com. 

The suggestion was made to have an Open Forum button on our website directing coaches to comment on 

specific topics on Facebook. This item will be on the coachesô meeting agenda at State Tournament. 

     F. Publicity ï Alan and Eric reported on the OSBA Trade Show. Ad/booth space information was sent to 

colleges regarding this yearôs State Tournament. 

     G. Funding ï Paul suggested  the website  have  a donation function  where  alumni and other interested 

parties could donate to the League and/or the Endowment Fund. There was also a discussion of having 

four levels of membership and selling website home ad space to companies (publishing companies, for 

example) to help pay internet expenses. 

    H. Merchandising ï Ned has prepared the presales T-shirt information and vouchers for Linda to get out to 

coaches via the website. Students will be able to get shirts at each tournament site. 

    I. PDQ ï Alan will confirm PDQ status with coaches after the January 22-23 tournaments. 



 

 

VOLUME 11,  2009 -2010          WINTER NEWSLETTER  PAGE  7 

 

VI.   Old Business 

A. Website ï talked about earlier 

B. State Novice Tournament ï need to rewrite Appendix AA to reflect the changes. Poland is hosting it this 

year and needs to remove the OHSSL name from documents, maybe call it ñOhio Novice Tournament.ò 

C. OSBA ï discussion of this yearôs trade show and future involvement. Vicki moved to ñparticipate in the 

2010 OSBA Trade Show.ò Lyle seconded it; motion passed (RC#3). 

D. Workers for State Tab Room were discussed. Trish is waiting for responses from several people before 

finalizing the assignments. 

E. State Issues ï  The Executive Committee selected the T-shirt design submitted by Jenee Christenson of 

Beavercreek HS; she will receive a T-shirt and a $50 check.  International Extemp may be very low in 

numbers; the suggestion was made to ask coaches at the March meeting how they feel about combining 

the two extemp categories in 2011. Extemp topics need to be written; Linda will contact several people 

who were suggested. No new colleges have responded to the letters regarding appearing at the college 

fair on Saturday of State Tournament. 

VII. New Business 

A. Students have adapted well to the new time in Public Forum. 

B. In Congress, SpeechWire will have both base and preferential abilities. Base will be used to advance 

speakers from prelims to semi and final rounds and to place speakers on the final ballot. Judges will use 

preferential balloting to rank the top speakers. 

C. Legislation for State Congress will come to me from the District Chairs by February 8; Alex Clarkson at 

Southview will format it, and it will be on the website two weeks before State for students to download. 

D. Discussion of further details regarding State Tournament and set-up weekend. 

E. State Tournament issues ï The District Manual is misleading about Public Forum needing two affirmative 

and two negative rounds; that will be clarified. A suggestion has been made to break Duo into Humorous 

and Dramatic; this will be added to the coachesô meeting agenda. A concern was expressed about judges 

holding students to rules that donôt exist in our Constitution. 

 

Vicki moved to adjourn at 2:35 p.m.; general consensus. Motion passed. 

 

Action via email on January 15, 2010:  

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Johnson  have requested  the  create an Impromptu Award, given to the student receiving the 

most number of oneôs at the State Tournament. They are willing to sponsor this award. 

 

John moved ñWe accept the offer as presented  -- óThe Notre Dame Academy Impromptu Award given for the 

most number of 1ôs in the category.ôò Fred seconded the motion; it passed (RC#4). 

 

Roll Call Votes: 

                     Y=Yes     N=No     AB=Abstain     **Not present for the vote. 

Motions VB AB NB MD NL LL JM PM TS ES FS TW Total Results 

1. Waivers Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 12-0 Pass 

2. Treasurerôs 

report 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 12-0 Pass 

3. OSBA Y ** Y ** Y Y Y Y Y AB Y N 8-1-1 Pass 

4. Impromptu 

Award 

Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y AB Y Y Y 10-1-

1 

Pass 
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OHSSL Financial Report:  September -December 2009    

    Current  Year to      

Code  Category  Period  Date Difference  Budget  

Expenses          

1 Committee Expenses 1279.63 1279.63 6720.37 8000.00 

2 Miscellaneous 1089.91 1089.91 410.09 1500.00 

3 Director's Expenses 4290.33 4290.33 7709.67 12000.00 

4 Printing 1080.00 1080.00 120.00 1200.00 

5 Office Expenses 174.42 174.42 2825.58 3000.00 

6 Postage 285.08 285.08 489.92 775.00 

7 Telephone 237.98 237.98 762.00 1000.00 

8 Technology  Services 800.00 800.00 2200.00 3000.00 

9 Technology 29.95 29.95 970.05 1000.00 

10 State Tournaments 0.00 0.00 11000.00 11000.00 

11 Workshops & Seminars 721.16 721.16 28.84 750.00 

13 Capital Improvements 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

14 Publicity 314.50 314.50 1185.50 1500.00 

  TOTAL  $10,302.96 $10,302.96 $34,422.04 $44,725.00 

            

Receipts            

101 Sales 1890.95 1890.95 7109.05 9000.00 

102 Registration 0.00 0.00 13000.00 13000.00 

103 Fines 0.00 0.00 300 300.00 

104 Workshops & Seminars        980.00        980.00 -80.00 900.00 

105 Dues 16560.00 16560.00 940.00 17500.00 

106 Interest 0.00 0.00 20.00 20.00 

107 PDQ's 250.00 250.00 0.00 250.00 

108 Carryover 0.00 0.00 3255.00 3255.00 

109 Miscellaneous 300.00 300.00 200.00 500.00 

  TOTAL  $19,980.95 $19,980.95 $24,744.05 $44,725.00 

Balances            

  Checking - $15,635.66 (as of 12/27/09)        

  Endowment - $42,384.02 (as of 1/08/10)        

OHSSL Endowment Fund Report:   September -December 2009  
    Current  Year to      

Code  Category  Period  Date Difference  Budget  

Expenses            

A 01 Schools Dues/Fee Waivers 0.00 0.00 1,750.00 1,750.00 

A 02 Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 200.00 200.00 

A 03 Director's Expenses 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

  TOTAL   0.00  0.00       $1,950.00      1,950.00 

Receipts            

B 001 Tournament Ads 0.00 0.00 1,650.00 1,650.00 

B 002 Donations 0.00 0.00 300.00 300.00 

B 003 Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 450.00 450.00 

  TOTAL  

                 
0.00 

                 
0.00  $   1,950.00  $    1,950.00 
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7350 BARD ROAD 

TIPP CITY, OHIO  45371 -7625 

Phone: 937-667-3955   Toll free 1-866-727-6477 

Fax: 937-669-8822 

Email: OHSSL@aol.com  or  linda@ohssl.org 

Student Speakers Today...  

Community Leaders Tomorrow  

 

Jenee Christenson is T-Shirt Design Winner 
  A student at Beavercreek HS,  Jenee Christenson has submitted the winning design for the 2010 State Tour-

nament. She will receive a $50 check and a T-shirt at the Awards Ceremony on Saturday night. 

  Coaches and students can pre-order the T-shirt. The order form can be downloaded from our website (on the 

Important Forms page under State Tournament tab). At Thursday night registration, coaches will receive 

vouchers to give to students who purchased shirts. Students can then take the vouchers to the sales table in 

each building and exchange  the vouchers for shirts  in five colors.  Shirts can also be purchased  for $15 each 

at the tournament. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

State Award Sponsorships Available 
Coaches, judges or parents who want to help support financially the State Tournament may sponsor awards. 

As of publication of this newsletter, coaches were sponsoring Policy Debate,  Lincoln Douglas Debate, Prose 

Poetry, Impromptu, Duo, and the Special Awards (ex. Kuldau HI Award) are being sponsored in total or in 

part. Coaches who wish to sponsor awards may contact the League Office. 

 

Tournament Booklet Ads 
Coaches and Districts may purchase ad space in the State Tournament booklet to congratulate their student 

qualifiers and publicize their success. Completed ads must be sent via email to the League Office by the 

Monday after District Tournaments. Coaches can download an information sheet and an ad samples sheet 

from the OHSSL website ð the State Tournament > Important Forms page. 

RESULTS OF POLICY DEBATE TOPIC BALLOTING:  
  Even  though Ohio coaches  voted ñChina,ò  24 of the 37 states reporting  to NFHS voted  ñMilitary 
Deployment.ò Hereôs the debate topic for 2010-2011: 

 

  Resolved: The United States  federal government  should substantially  reduce  its military and/or police 

presence in one or more of the following: South Korea, Japan, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iraq, Turkey. 


