
    Hathaway Brown, Laurel and John Carroll University hosted the 83rd State Speech 

and Debate Tournament on March 4, 5, and 6.  Jason Habig and Richard Kawolics were 

the perfect hosts: organized, gracious and hospitable, and unruffled. Our thanks to them 

and their legion of parents, custodians, cook staff, bus drivers, security guards and other 

volunteers who pulled off a smooth tournament. Our thanks, too, to Brent Brossman, 

debate coach at JCU, and Professor Joe Miller, head of the communications department, 

for hosting policy debate.  

    The highlight of any opening ceremony at State is the OHSSL Hall of Fame induction. 

Held  at Kulas Auditorium at JCU, Patricia Beazley Sanders (coach at Notre Dame 

Academy) and Paul Moffitt (coach at Sylvania Southview High School) were inducted 

into the Class of 2010 OHSSL Hall of Fame. Both are in the Tarhe Trails District. 

    Sanders’ daughters Laura and Bethany, former members of Notre Dame’s forensic 

team themselves, “Duo-Interped” her presentation speech, talking about the unique 

situation of being the coaches’ daughters on the team and seeing their mother as both 

coach  and  mother.  They  said Trish’s  oft-quoted  advice  to team members  is  “The 

performer should be like the duck: calm and cool on the surface and paddling like crazy 

underneath.” 

    Sanders said the students and coaches in the audience were “lucky to be here because 

so many schools in Ohio don’t have teams.” She also advised listeners to “Open your 

hearts to recognize love when it comes along.” 

    Alex Clarkson, head coach at Sylvania Southview, introduced Moffitt and acted as 

judge in a mock Lincoln Douglas Debate between two of Paul’s former debaters (Blakely 

Dye and Andrew Arvay) on the topic: Paul Moffitt ought to be inducted into the OHSSL 

Hall of Fame.  

    Affirmative Dye talked about Paul’s innovation in moving the League into Speech-

Wire.com registration, scheduling, and running a tournament; his helping new coaches; 

and his impact on his students: integrity, dedication, and attitude. Negative Arvay had 

to  concede  “the  debate” with the comment “Fame comes only when it’s deserved.” 

Clarkson then introduced Moffitt with the comment: “His coaching has taught me how to 

be a better teacher.” 

    Moffitt talked about the importance of this forensic family, saying, “I’m here to cele-

brate those of you who do get it” and “They recognize the importance of giving back.”  

    The OHSSL  was honored  to have  “Mr. Congress”  Harold Keller with us at State 

Finals. tournament.  A member of the National Forensic League Hall of Fame and an 

NFL board member,  Keller has been “the driving force behind the National Student 

Congress for 30 years.” Speaking at the Opening Ceremony, he challenged the students: 

“What difference will you make?”  He administered the oath of office to the Congress and 

presented the Best Presiding Officer Award on Saturday. 
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PLACE CONTESTANT  SCHOOL  COACH 

Dramatic Interpretation: 

Champion Sarah Brazier                Wadsworth          Victoria Mathews  & Sam Zulia                                         

2nd  Keith Foster   Stow-Munroe Falls   Suzanne Theisen & Shane Stahl                  

3rd  William Tipton   Howland          Thom Williams & Judie Pecorelli                     

4th  Taris Inman   Timken                   Christopher Gales         

5th  Justin Woody   Perry                   Kathy Patron & John Weaver                      

6th           Courtney Tipton  Sylvania Northview  Joe Drouillard & Griffin Browning  

Duo Interpretation:                        

Champion Tyler Rife & Dillon Corrigan Oakwood             Brianna Doyal        

2nd  Maria Komer & Brett Martz Jackson            Karlyn Cunningham  & Leslie  Mann               

3rd  Carly Carano & Pat Hobby Cardinal Mooney        Gene O’Dea  & April Sauline                         

4th  Sydney Maltese & Kristina Ouelette Canton Central Catholic      Penny Harris & John Pesich     

5th  Nick Pilla & Casey Weinfruter   Gilmour                     Bonnie O’Leary & Gay Janis                           

6th  Alexis Gibson-Goodnough & Corinne Natyshak      Notre Dame         Trish Sanders          

7th                    Katie Malczewski & Lizzy Riddle     Notre Dame        Trish Sanders 

Humorous Interpretation: 

Champion Joe Brenckle   Louisville        Kelly Ladd                                                       

2nd  Issa Polstein               Maumee        Joshua Furrie                     

3rd  Caleb Snyder   Perry         Kathy Patron, John Weaver & Ashley Meinke      

4th  Jillian Smith   Canfield        Jeremy Hamilton                   

5th  Kayley Miller              Canton McKinley     Manuel Halkias & Niki Shadle                      

6th  Max Miller   Olmsted Falls         John Mercer, Susan Baggs & Schiendal Schecter 

7th  Kellen Reusser   Wooster                Ned Lauver & Holly Custer 

Impromptu Speaking: 

Champion Anjana Venkatesan  Mason         Melissa Donahue                   

2nd  Marisa McGrath  Canfield        Jeremy Hamilton & Sami Nesnidol                   

3rd  Cody Oldham   Jackson        Leslie Mann                   

4th  Steven Aslanides  Louisville        Kelly Ladd                     

5th  Maryellen Mouch  Notre Dame         Trish Sanders                   

6th  Chloe Gebacz   Canfield        Jeremy Hamilton & Sami Nesnidol                    

International Extemporaneous Speaking: 

Champion Rohan Bhargava  Jackson       Carley Anne Barnes & Leslie Mann               

2nd  Aaron Strickland  Jackson                   Carley Anne Barnes & Leslie Mann                

3rd  Ian Macgillivray  Columbiana       Pam Pesa & Trisha Nord                                 

4th  Kevin McDougal  Perry             Kathy Patron & John Weaver                         

5th  William Engler   Cardinal Mooney   Ray Marks & April Sauline                                                     

6th  Tim Welsh   Boardman       Eric Simione                           

Oratorical Interpretation: 

Champion Nicole Cirbus   Austintown-Fitch   John Mazzucco       

2nd  Sam Poulos   Canton McKinley   Manuel Halkias & Niki Shadle                       

3rd  Branton Henry   Niles McKinley       John Revezzo and Chad Ries                                                 

4th  Alex Dereix   Centerville       Elaine Daly, Jeri Neidhard, & Lynne Bustle  

5th  Rob Mitchell   Oakwood                Brianna Doyal                                                   

6th  Eric DiBell   Howland      Thom Williams   
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 PLACE CONTESTANT   SCHOOL     COACH 

Original Oratory: 

Champion Grace Eichler   Mason                Melissa Donahue    

2nd  Angelo Sylvester  Louisville   Kelly Ladd                                               

3rd  Emma Couch   Oakwood   Brianna Doyal     

4th               Clayton Manning  Howland               Thom Williams & Jamie Marich            

5th  Molly Craig   Perry               Kathy Patron & John Weaver                

6th  Haley Nelson                          Sylvania Northview      Griffin Browning & Joe Drouillard 

Prose Poetry Reading: 

Champion Victoria Benyo              Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy     Dale Schilling                

2nd  Mason Cammel  Oakwood   Brianna Doyal                  

3rd  Tala Nashawati      Jackson           Karlyn Cunningham & Leslie Mann     

4th  Corey Lipkins, Jr.   North Canton Hoover Missy Stertzbach                                             

5th  Jena Kosinski   Perry                   Kathy Patron & John Weaver                 

6th  Sarah Gilger              Howland  Thom Williams & Jamie Marich            

7th  Alex DeWitt   St. Ignatius  Richard Fujimoto & Joe Buzzelli 

United States Extemporaneous Speaking: 

Champion Riaz Fabian   Cardinal-Mooney   Karen Wright & April Sauline             

2nd  Justin Wilkinson  Boardman      Eric Simione                                           

3rd  Qian Wang   Mason       Melissa Donahue                             

4th  Rachel Bodenschatz  GlenOak      Tom Mosberger & Nick Bollas              

5th  John Vagas   Canfield      Jeremy Hamilton & Ramon Ramos           

6th  Brianna Willits   Perry      Kathy Patron & John Weaver 

 Special Awards: 

Arlene Akerman Dramatic Interpretation  Award: Sarah Brazier, Wadsworth  

Sharen Althoff U.S. Extemp Award: Riaz Fabian, Cardinal Mooney 

Phyllis Barton Policy Debate Speaker Award: Zac Karabatak, Centerville 

Joseph Kuldau Humorous Interpretation Award: Joe Brenckle, Louisville 

Best Presiding Officer: Lexi Anutunez, Gilmour 

Notre Dame Academy Impromptu Speaking Award (new this year): Marisa McGrath, Canfield 

Endowment Fund Scholarships: Annalise Walkama (Poland Seminary) and Caroline Clarke (Oakwood HS) 

                                   Team Sweepstakes 2010 

First Place:  Jackson HS  with 60 points Sixth: Cardinal Mooney HS with 33 points 

Second:     Perry HS  with 56 points  Seventh: Mason HS with 32 points 

Third:        Canfield HS with 51 points  Eighth: Louisville HS with 31 points 

Fourth:     Oakwood HS  with 43 points Ninth: Austintown-Fitch HS with 30 points 

Fifth:        University School  with 34 points Tenth: Howland HS with 29 points 
   

Cumulative Sweepstakes 2010 

1st Place: Canfield HS with 424 points. 
    

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS RESULTS, CONTINUED 
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PLACE  CONTESTANT  SCHOOL  COACH 

Lincoln Douglas Debate: 

 

Champion  Maggie Wagner  Canfield  Jeremy Hamilton & Stephen Foley                            

Finalist  Ellen Martin   Jackson  Kara Prentice & Leslie Mann      

Semi-Finalist  Andrew Makishi  Copley            Marie & Shannon Rote & Thelma Cox                                      

Semi-Finalist  Evan Meisier               University  Amy Dinsmore & Peter Paik  

Quarter-Finalist Jason Bury   Sylvania Southview Paul Moffitt and Alex Clarkson    

Quarter-Finalist Abby Davis   Magnificat  Vicki Balzer  

Quarter-Finalist Chris Denning   Jackson  Kara Prentice & Leslie Mann  

Quarter-Finalist Lear Jiang   Copley            Marie & Shannon Rote & Thelma Cox 

                                      

Policy  Debate: 

 

Champion               Poornima Oruganti & Zac Karabatak  Centerville  Darren Smith & Marie Dzuris 

Finalist          Sarah Liebler & Tony Mead     Perry  Kristie Cramer & Carrie Daily 

Semi-Finalist          Maggie Eby & Mara Weber     Wooster  Dwaine Hemphill & Ned Lauver  

Semi-Finalist            Kurtis Cook & David Wickenheiser  Saint Ignatius Joe Buzzelli  

Quarter-Finalist       Cameron Colella & Ben Griffin     Saint Ignatius Joe Buzzelli  

Quarter-Finalist       Karishma Patel & Brian Yeh     Stow-Munroe Falls Suzanne Theisen & Michael Serra  

Quarter-Finalist       Maureen Dean & John Holler      Sylvania Northview  David Zavac & Joe Drouillard 

Quarter-Finalist       Paul Macklis & Michael Eby      Hawken   Bob Shurtz 

 

Public Forum Debate: 

 

Champion               Michael Gwin & Ozan Cubucku       Hawken   Hugh Thompson & Bob Shurtz 

Finalist          Mark Pagano & Emma Shebat      Canfield  Jeremy Hamilton & Stephen Foley 

Semi-Finalist          Bardia Rahmani & Michael DiMino  University  Rosemarie Steeber & Peter Paik 

Semi-Finalist            Kyle Kysela & Hersh Agarwal       University  Rosemarie Steeber & Peter Paik 

Quarter-Finalist       Aaron Pelz & Zach Arace       Bexley  Kara Newby & David O’Reilly   

Quarter-Finalist       Suzette Rovelsky & Sean Blasko       Stow-Munroe Falls   Suzanne Theisen & Justin Pascoe 

Quarter-Finalist       Suprasanna Mishra & Sourav Dey    Mason  Melissa Donahue                         

Quarter-Finalist      Nathaniel Blakeway-Phillips & Ben Neiswander University Rosemarie Steeber & Peter Paik 

  

Student Congress: 

 

Champion             Matt Talbot    Perry    Kathy Patron 

2nd Place         Christian Zwick     Louisville  Chris Elkins & Kelly Ladd 

3rd Place         Danielle Goatley               Sylvania Southview Alex Clarkson & Paul Moffitt 

4th Place         Lexi Anutunez    Gilmour   Gay Janis                                                 

5th Place         Colin Anderson   Stow-Munroe Falls  Suzanne Theisen                             

5th Place (tie)          Emily Brincka    Magnificat   Vicki Balzer 

 

   

 2010 STATE DEBATE TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

Still Time to Get Your Tournament T-shirt! 
 

The League Office has about 20 shirts left in sizes large (colors yellow,    

orange and white), extra-large (colors yellow, orange white, and green) and 

2 XL (colors yellow and green). The cost is $12 (which includes mailing). 

Send an email to OHSSL@aol.com with an order. 

 

Congratulations to Jenee Christensen of Beavercreek for submitting the 

winning design. She received a shirt and a $50 check. 
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WINNING ORATIONS AVAILABLE IN MAY 
   

   Winning Orations 2010 is a compilation on a CD of the Original Orations from the final and 

semi-final rounds of the OHSSL State Tournament 2010. Coaches need to submit those 

speeches to the League Office via email (to OHSSL@aol.com) by April 15. Speeches need to 

be saved in a Word document or Rich Text Format only; they must be typed in 12 point Times 

New Roman font and include the bibliography.  

   CDôs will be available  after May 3  and  will cost $10 each  (which includes mailing); the 

students each receive a complimentary CD, so make sure the studentsô names and addresses 

are on the cover pages. Coaches may order CDôs by contacting the League Office by email. 

   The League Office has Winning Orations on CDôs back to 2005, for $10 each, or hard copies 

of Winning Orations back to 1970 (differing costs, plus postage). These speeches can be used 

by competitors in Oratorical Interpretation or simply as examples for students writing Original 

Oratory speeches. 
 

WHEN WILL STATE TOURNAMENT COME NEXT TO YOUR DISTRICT? 
 

   Several coaches have asked the Executive Director  about the future of state tournaments: 

which district in what year? This is how it works.  

   The OHSSL State Tournament  rotates around  the six districts. Each district committee is 

responsible for securing a tournament site (or sites).  Once a coach (or coaches) has agreed to 

host the state tournament, the coach must secure approval from the school administration; the 

administration then  sends a letter to the League Office offering to host the tournament. The 

Executive Committee makes the final decision in accepting the invitation. 

   In recent history, the following districts and schools have hosted  the State Tournament: 

 2003 ð GMV (Princeton) 

 2004 ð Cleveland (Berea and Midpark) 

 2005 ð Tarhe Trails (Sylvania, Whitmer and Notre Dame) 

 2006 ð Canton (North Canton Hoover) 

 2007 ð Youngstown (Boardman) 

 2008 ð Akron (Medina) 

 2009 ð GMV (Mason) 

 2010 ð Cleveland (Hathaway Brown, Laurel and John Carroll University) 

   It follows, then, that  

 2011 will be Tarhe Trails (Whitmer is hosting);  

 2012 ð Canton;  

 2013 ð Youngstown;  

 2014 ð Akron. 

   The State Tournament is always held on the date that includes the first Saturday in March. 

The  tournament site(s) must provide approximately 150 rooms for competition,  be able to 

start policy debate by 8:00 a.m. on Friday, have enough hotels and restaurants to support the 

competition,  have  an  auditorium for  1,000+ people  for the two ceremonies,  and  provide 

access to computers and the Internet for our computer scheduling using SpeechWire.com.   

http://www.SpeechWire.com
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District & Executive Committee Elections In Progress 

Weôre on the web! 

www.ohssl.org 

District Committee 

 Each  district establishes (by 

election, appointment or vol-

unteers) a District committee 

and a  chairperson. The re-

sults must be sent to the 

League Office by May 1.  
  

 The District committee has  

several important functions. 
It helps new schools get 

started each year, and it 

runs the District Tourna-

ment, which allows students 

to qualify for State Finals. 
  

 Each  District  decides how 
to run its election and how 

many coaches will sit on the 

Committee. Coaches   who 

are interested in running for 

election should contact their 

District chairmen. 

State Executive Committee               

The  annual  election for 

members of the Executive 

Committee takes place in 

April.  

 Nomination forms were sent 

by email and are on the web 

site. Each  candidate  must  

nominate himself/herself  and 

be nominated by two other 

coaches.   

  Four coaches have com-

pleted  their three-year term 

of office: Vicki Balzer  

(Cleveland), Trish Sanders 

(Tarhe Trails), Ned Lauver 

(Akron) and Fred Snook 

(Cleveland). Fred has chosen 

to not run for re-election.   

  Nomination forms are due in  

 the League Office by April 10. 

Coaches who wish to run for 

the Executive  Committee  

must  include with their nomi-

nation forms a 50-75 word 

Statement of Intent. 

  A  ballot  will be  emailed to  

the voting representatives of 

all member schools.  

  Although   each   of   the   six 

districts   in   Ohio  must  be  

represented on the Executive 

Committee, voters may choose 

to vote for any candidate.  The 

term of office is three years, 

beginning with the May   

meeting. 

 The newly-elected candidates 

need to ask for a professional 

day of leave for May 3.   


