
 

 

   Thom Williams, Howland coach and chair of the Technology Committee, has 

worked with our web host, Inquiry Studios, to implement the new design and 

functions of the OHSSL web site. The next phase includes three areas: 1) provide 

information for students and educators, 2) improve the communication abilities 

among the coaches, and  3) utilize the online store function.  

   Just as the web site (www.ohssl.org) has a section entitled ―For Coaches,‖ with 

pages  of ideas  on team management and coaching the different competition 

categories,  there will also be a section ―For Students.‖  Coaches and students are 

encouraged to send ideas to the League Office (linda@ohssl.org). Things like 

―How to dress well on a budget for tournament,‖ ―How to organize an Original 

Oratory,‖ or ―My Debate partner won’t do his share of the work — what should I 

do?‖  have been suggested. What articles would benefit competitors? 

   The League wants to be of service to classroom teachers as well. What can we 

do to help them develop communication skills in their students in all subjects? In 

a section entitled ―For Educators,‖ we want to give them lesson plans or ideas for 

teaching units. To do that, we are asking League coaches and teachers to send us 

material that teachers can download. Send ideas to linda@ohssl.org. 

   Vicki Balzer,  coach at Magnificat and previous member of the Executive 

Committee, and Rich Kawolics, Laurel coach, created a Facebook page for the 

League. The goal was to facilitate communication among the League coaches, to 

give coaches  a forum  for discussing  a variety of issues.  Coaches, and other 

interested ―fans,‖ had to request to be members of this page. Unfortunately, this 

page has been under-utilized, and the Executive Committee is searching for ways 

to make it easier to communicate. Bob White, Shaker Heights coach, and others 

have suggested we make more use of Twitter, list serv (instead of emails) and 

message boards. Our web host has the capability to use these tools, and we’re 

researching these avenues. 

   Ned Lauver, Wooster coach and Merchandising chair, is working on expanding 

our online sale functions. We briefly used this tool at the beginning of the school 

year, but ran into some difficulties and had to disable this area of the web site. 

The goal is for coaches to be able to order debate ballots, Winning Orations, 

stopwatches, or other items and pay with credit cards, rather than contacting the 

League Office through email.  One stumbling block is working out the postage 

fees for mailing ballots, which are usually sent priority mail. Priority mail costs 

are based on the weight of the package and the recipient’s zip code. Ned and 

Linda Miller (Executive Director) would appreciate hearing from coaches who 

have some retail experience and ideas on how to handle this. One eventual goal 

is to enable coaches to pay  the membership dues through this function. 
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This and That…  

Our forensic students 

are very talented in a 

variety of abilities.  It 

becomes a problem when 

those talents are pulling 

in different directions: 

speech or Thespians? 

Speech or music contest? 

Speech or Mock Trial? 

Speech or athletics?  

This is a taste of the 

“real world” beyond high 

school. We can’t do it 

all...decisions must be 

made. As coaches and 

teachers, it’s our job to 

help students learn how 

to make these deci-

sions...even if (and 

when) speech looses.  

Students who come to 

State Tournament are 

expected to compete in 

every round; if they 

can’t, then they should 

bow out and permit the 

alternates to compete. 

         

Linda 

Tentative Calendar P. 2 

District Committees P. 3 

May Minutes P.  4 

Winning Orations P.  8 

  

IN THIS ISSUE 

         Spring Newsletter  

http://www.ohssl.org/
mailto:linda@ohssl.org
mailto:linda@ohssl.org


 

 

PAGE  2          SPRING NEWS LETTER  VOLUME 4,  2009-2010  

September 11 Coaches’ Meeting: TBA in Tarhe Trails District  
 
October 
23  Carrollton (CA) Novice AE  

Brecksville-Broadview Heights (CL) Novice AE 
30          GlenOak (CA) Novice AE/Varsity & Novice SC 
 Edison (CL) AE  
 Springfield (Y) Novice AE & SC for all interested 
  (regardless of experience) 
  
November 
5 Perry (CA) Pol & LD 
6 Perry (CA) AE 

Lincoln West (CL) AE 
Mount Vernon (TT)  
Columbiana (Y) AE & maybe SC 

12-13     Barton Classic Princeton (GMV)               
13           Wadsworth (A) AE (except Pol)   

 Vermilion (CL) AE 
Upper Arlington (TT)   

 Niles McKinley (Y) AE & SC 
20 Copley (A) AE except Pol. 
 Mentor  (maybe) (CL) AE 
 Maumee (TT)  

Austintown Fitch (Y) AE  & maybe SC 
 

December  
3-4 Boardman (Y) AE (except Pol); semi & final rounds; 
   SC offered as a consolation event 
4 Louisville (CA) AE 

Olmsted Falls (CL) AE  
Whitmer (TT)  

10-11 GlenOak Adult Booster Club Debate (CA)   
                All Debate  
11 Canton McKinley (CA) IE/SC  

Chagrin Falls (CL) AE  
Gahanna Lincoln (TT) AE (except Pol) 4 Rds.  
Poland (Y) AE & SC  

17 Stow-Munroe Falls (A) PDQ Pol 
18 Stow-Munroe Falls (A) Pol/LD/PF/SC 
 CVCA (A) IE 
 Wauseon (TT)   
               Howland (Y) AE (except Pol) & SC 
January 
7-8 Canton Central Catholic (CA) PDQ Pol 
8 Timken (CA) IE 
 Hathaway Brown (CL) AE 
 Fairmont (GMV)  
 Liberty Benton (TT)  
 Canfield (Y) AE (except Pol.) & SC Power rds.  
14-15 Sylvania (TT) PDQ Pol./AE 
15 Berea (CL) AE  
 Warren JFK (maybe) (Y) AE (except Pol) & SC 
21          Wooster (A) PDQ Pol 
22          Wooster (A) AE 
 Laurel (CL) AE 

Notre Dame (TT)  
Liberty (maybe) (Y) AE ð maybe SC 

27 Akron Districts ð Norton 
28 Youngstown Districts Debate ð Howland 
29  Youngstown Districts IE ð Howland 
 Akron Districts ð Copley  
 Canton Central Catholic (CA) ð IE 
 Solon (CL) AE  

Mason (GMV)  
Perrysburg (TT)  

               
OHSSL DISTRICTS 
Feb. 4 & 5: Canton Districtsï Jackson 

    Cleveland Districtsï Vermilion 
     Greater Miami Valley Districts ï Oakwood?  
Feb. 5:  Youngstown Districts ï makeup day  (if necessary) 
                Tarhe Trails District sï Wauseon or Maumee 

  
NFL DISTRICTS 
Feb. 12:   North Coast NFL Congress ð Gilmour 
Feb. 17:   EONFL Coachesô Meeting ð Stow-Munroe 
Feb. 17, 18, & 19 : Northern Ohio  ð Boardman  
Feb. 18 & 19 : Eastern Ohio -- Stow-Munroe                
                        North Coast District ï St. Ignatius  
                        Western Ohio District ï Gahanna  
                                        
STATE FINALS TOURNAMENT: 
Set-up Feb. 24, 25, & 26  ï League Office 
March 3, 4, & 5 at Toledo Whitmer HS 
 
NFL NATIONAL TOURNAMENT: 
 
Congress only: 
March 12ðPractice at Stow-Munroe 
           16 ð Practice at McKinley 
           19 ð EONFL District Congress ð Our Lady of the Elms 
             

 

TENTATIVE  2010-2011 TOURNAMENT CALENDAR  

LEGEND 

IE=Individual Events        Pol=Policy      LD=Lincoln Douglas                PF=Public Forum               SC=Student Congress 

PDQ=Pre-District Qualifying Policy Debate               AE=All Events 
 

(A) Akron      (CA) Canton      (CL) Cleveland      (GMV) Greater Miami Valley      (TT) Tarhe Trails      (Y) Youngstown 

For Your Convenience: Check these dates! 
 
ACT Test Dates:                 SAT Test Dates: 
September 11, 2010             October 9, 2010 
October 23, 2010                 November 6, 2010 
December 11, 2010             December 4, 2010 
February 12, 2011                January 22, 2011 
April 9, 2011                        March 12, 2011 
June 11, 2011                       May 7, 2011 
                                             June 4, 2011  
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COMMITTEES ANNOUNCED 

 

2010-2011 Executive Committee  

 
Trish Sanders, Chair, Notre Dame Academy     tsanders@nda.org  

John Mercer, Financial Secretary, Olmsted Falls HS    jmercer@ofcs.org  

Lyle Linerode, Secretary, Gahanna Lincoln HS    LinerodeL@gjps.org 

Linda Miller, Executive Director   OHSSL@aol.com  

Alan Bates, Financial Secretary, Princeton HS   abates@princeton.k12.oh.us  

Nick Bollas, GlenOak HS     nbollas@yahoo.com 

Melissa Donahue, Mason HS    donahuem@mason.k12.oh.us  

Ned Lauver, Wooster HS    lauver.ne@wooster.k12.oh.us 

Paul Moffitt, Sylvania Southview HS     pmoffitt@nwoca.org 

Tom Mosberger, GlenOak HS  tmosberger@yahoo.com  

John Revezzo, Niles McKinley HS  john.revezzo@gmail.com  

Eric Simione, Boardman HS   Eric.Simione@BoardmanSchools.org 

Thom Williams, Howland HS    thomas.williams@neomin.org 

 

 

   District Committees  have been selected for the 2010-2011 season, effective May 3, 2010. 

   

Akron:  Chair:  Shannon Rote;  treasurer: Marie Rote;  committee:  Elaine Fippin; DeVon 

Griffin, Ned Lauver, Vicki Mathews, Tricia Pletcher, Scott Quade, Alice Rote,  Dale Schilling, 

Shane Stahl, Sue Theisen. 

 

Canton:  Chair:   Kelly Ladd; committee:  Nick  Bollas,  Chris Gales, Manuel Halkias, Penny 

Harris,  James Kellams,  Leslie Mann,  Tom   Mosberger,  Maria Nader,  Alzana and Ron 

Nuzzolillo, Kathy Patron,  Missy Stertzbach, Diane Swink, and John Weaver. 

 

Cleveland: Committee: Vicki Balzer, Carrie Cofer, Rich Fujimoto, Jason Habig, Gay Janis, 

Rich Kawolics, and Devon Snook  (chair to be elected by this committee).  

 

GMV: Co-Chairs: Melissa Donahue and Bill Prater; committee: Alan Bates, Brianna Doyle, 

Marie Dzuris, Jeri Neidhard, Josh Oliver, and Darren Smith.  

 

Tarhe Trails: Co-Chairs: Chris Goddard and Paul Moffitt; committee: Joe Drouillard, Joshua 

Furrie, Susan Hasely, Debra Kemp, Lyle Linerode, Dolores Muller, David OõReilly, Trish 

Sanders and Eric Worstell. 

 

Youngstown: Chair: Thom Williams; committee: Jim Courim, Andrea Folsom, Debate Chair: 

Teri Dutton,  Jeremy Hamilton, John Mazzucco, John Revezzo, Eric Simione, Jodi West, and 

Joan Williams.  
 

Executive Committee  

Meeting Dates: 

 

August  2 and 3, 2010 

Coaches’ Meeting:  September 11 

September 14 

January 11, 2011 

State Set-Up February 24, 25 & 26 

State Tournament March 3, 4 & 5 

May 2  

Summer 2011: To be announced 
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Minutes of the Executive Committee – May 3, 2010 (Tentative until approved) 

 

Time: 9:30 a.m.                        Place: Quality Inn, Bellville 

Present: Trish Sanders chairman;  Alan Bates; Nick Bollas; Melissa Donahue; Ned Lauver; Lyle 

Linerode; John  Mercer, Financial  Secretary;  Paul  Moffitt; Eric  Simione;  Fred Snook;  Thom 

Williams; newly-elected Tom Mosberger and John Revezzo; Linda Miller, Executive Director. Absent: Vicki Balzer. 

I. Call to Order at 9:30 a.m. 

II. February set-up meeting minutes were approved on a motion by Lyle and second by John M. 

III. Executive Director’s Report 

The tentative tournament calendar was approved for 2010-2011. 

Executive Committee election results and district committees were announced. 

Linda submitted housing expenses for reimbursement; John M moved to make reimbursement and Fred seconded it. 

Motion passed (roll call vote #1).  

We reviewed the alumni form and dropped the email line, as suggested by Fred. 

Winning Orations 2010 is ready; coaches can purchase CD’s for $10, plus postage. 

Linda will need to purchase QuickBooks 2010 because the 2007 version will no longer be supported. 

Nick announced that his tropical hibiscus named Candy Pees (so named in honor of the retired coach from Dayton 

Oakwood HS) bloomed today. 

IV. Treasurer’s Report  

John presented the quarterly financial report; in short, income is higher and expenses are lower. Lyle moved to accept 

the report; Paul seconded the motion; the motion was approved (roll call #2). 

The Committee went into executive session to discuss financial matters. 

V. Committee Reports 

     A. Technology – Thom reported that the next phase of the web design is beginning; we’ll work on the two sections 

for students and educators (especially ideas for incorporating speech into the classroom). Ned is working on the 

online store and donations section. We’ll be exploring the use of message boarding, Twitter, and list serve on our 

site. Note: we have permission to put any NFL publications/articles on our web site. 

     B. Constitution – Nick has updated the Constitution with the recent changes. The appendices have been reformatted. 

     C. Endowment Fund—is increasing in value. 

     D. Hall of Fame – Fred is talking with Thom about getting the Hall of Fame photos on the web site. 

     E. Communications/Outreach – Melissa reported that coaches are still not utilizing Facebook.com. Maybe we need to 

utilize a message board or a chat room or a list serv instead of our current email system, as well. 

     F. Publicity – Alan and Eric reported that they haven’t had much luck sending out news releases. Newspapers want 

online articles.   

     G. Funding – Paul can now proceed with shopping our grant since we’ve filed this year’s 990 form. He will work 

with our technology and communication folks to coordinate efforts to solicit donations. 

    H. Merchandising – Ned will be working with our web site to increase the sales function and merchandising. We’ll 

offer coach shirts for sale in the fall. 

    I. PDQ – Nothing going on right now. 

VI.   Old business 

A. State  Tournament  Recap – sales  were  up slightly. A  few coaches  want debate  ballots returned;  it’s too time 

consuming and not feasible at this time. The decision card  has the reason  for decision, so that the Tab Room can 

confirm that the correct team number was marked on the ballot as the winner. College representatives need to be 

limited to non-perishable giveaways in the future. The IE snake needs to be fixed; it’s not following the steps in the 

Constitution to break ties  after quarters. John R  will talk  with Ben  of SpeechWire. We have  a problem with 

competitors expecting to be able to leave the State Finals, missing a round or two, and return; further discussion 

of this will take place at the summer meeting. 
VII. New Business 

A. Executive Committee elections and sub-committee appointments: Chair, Trish; Treasurer, John M; Secretary, Lyle; 

Technology, Thom; Constitution, Nick and John R; Endowment, Lyle and John M; Funding, Paul; Hall of Fame, 

Eric; Communication/Outreach, Melissa; Merchandising, Ned; Publicity, Alan and Tom; and PDQ, Alan.  

B. Discussion of the need  to change  our judge rating system;  this will be  a break-out  session  this summer. The 

computer scheduled judges well. 
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C. Discussion of the possibility of combining the two extemp categories. There is concern that the numbers 

were artificially inflated this year by Congress students competing in extemp at Districts. Most districts 

don’t want the categories combined; this will be discussed more at the summer session. 

D. Discussion of changing Impromptu to mandate analysis of the quotations’ subject matter, rather than the 

student relying on personal experience, and the need for clearer judging criteria. Further discussion at the 

summer meeting. 

E. Discussion  of  several  Congress proposals  from Lyle and Nick,  the merits of District qualification vs 

invitation, and sweepstakes points. There is  agreement  that the quality  of the Congress competition at 

State has improved. Further discussion at the summer meeting, including possibility of a state docket 

each month for practice tournaments. 

F. The subject of OO and PP scripts and bibliographies will also be discussed at the summer meeting. MLA 

is changing its format this summer. 

G. Discussion of the possibility of changing the format of state set-up weekend. 

H. Discussion of paperless debate: encouraging competitors to use laptops during debate rounds and the need 

for guidelines. NFL allows it now for policy and is discussing expanding that to LD, PF and extemp. 

I. Discussion of state tournament schedule changes. 

J. Discussion of the need for the League to have a mission statement. 

K. Summer meeting assignments: 

Funding – Paul, Thom, Ned 

Judging – Thom, Lyle, John R 

Impromptu – Trish, Eric, John M 

Congress – Tom, Lyle 

OO and PP – Trish, Melissa 

Mission statement/strategic planning – John M 

Paperless debate – Alan 

L. Dates: 

Summer meeting August 2 and 3 at Trish’s house in Whitehouse, OH 

Coaches’ meeting September 11 in Toledo 

Executive Committee meetings September 14, January 11, February 24-26, and May 2.  

 

John R moved to adjourn, seconded by John M. Motion passed. 

 

 

Roll Call Votes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                    Y=Yes     N=No     AB=Abstain     **Had not begun their terms when the vote was taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motions AB NB MD NL LL JM PM TS ES FS TW TM JR Total Results 

1. Housing 

reimburse-

ment 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y ** ** 11-0 Pass 

2. Treas-

urer’s report 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y ** ** 11-0 Pass 
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OHSSL Financial Report: January - May 2010    

    Current Year to     

Code Category Period Date Difference Budget 

Expenses            

1 Committee Expenses 5688.70 5688.70 2311.30 8000.00 

2 Miscellaneous 1450.91 1450.91 49.09 1500.00 

3 Director's Expenses 8226.02 8226.02 3773.98 12000.00 

4 Printing 1461.00 1461.00 -261.00 1200.00 

5 Office Expenses 493.54 493.54 2506.46 3000.00 

6 Postage 424.98 424.98 350.02 775.00 

7 Telephone 509.94 509.94 490.06 1000.00 

8 Technology  Services 3009.94 3009.94 -9.94 3000.00 

9 Technology 29.95 29.95 970.05 1000.00 

10 State Tournaments 11314.05 11314.05 -314.05 11000.00 

11 Workshops & Seminars 721.16 721.16 28.84 750.00 

13 Capital Improvements 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

14 Publicity 1900.90 1900.90 -400.90 1500.00 

  TOTAL $35,231.09 $35,231.09 $9,493.91 $44,725.00 

            

Receipts            

101 Sales 10837.72 10837.72 -1837.72 9000.00 

102 Registration 13035.95 13035.95 -35.95 13000.00 

103 Fines 10.00 10.00 290.00 300.00 

104 Workshops & Seminars 980.00 980.00 -80.00 900.00 

105 Dues 19695.00 19695.00 -2195.00 17500.00 

106 Interest 28.60 28.60 -8.60 20.00 

107 PDQ's 550.00 550.00 -300.00 250.00 

108 Carryover 0.00 0.00 3255.00 3255.00 

109 Miscellaneous 300.00 300.00 200.00 500.00 

  TOTAL $45,437.27 $45,437.27 ($712.27) $44,725.00 

Balances            

  Checking - $20,327.02 (as of April 14, 2010)       

  Endowment - $43,415.64 (as of April 30, 2010)       

OHSSL Endowment Fund Report: September - December 2009  

    Current Year to     

Code Category Period Date Difference Budget 

Expenses            

A 01 Schools Dues/Fee Waivers 0.00 0.00 1,750.00 1,750.00 

A 02 Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 200.00 200.00 

A 03 Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

  TOTAL  $                - 
 $              
- 

 $  
1,950.00 

 $  
1,950.00 

Receipts            

B 001 Tournament Ads 1,825.00 1,825.00 1,650.00 1,750.00 

B 002 Donations 300.00 300.00 300.00 200.00 

B 003 Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 450.00 0.00 

  TOTAL  $       2,125.00 

 $    
2,125.00 

 $   
(175.00) 

 $  
1,950.00 
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ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION  
    

   The  Executive  Committee has set  August 2-3  as the dates for the  summer meeting.  The 

following items are included on the agenda: 

 

¶ Combining the two categories of International Extemp and United States Extemp into one 

category. A little history: extemp was divided by gender ñ Boys Extemp and Girls Extemp ñ 

until the late 1970õs, when it was then formatted into the two current divisions. Now two issues 

concern coaches: dwindling numbers of competitors and similarity of questions in topic areas in 

the two categories. Should it just be Extemp? Should we combine into one category but keep 

questions separate? 

¶ A tightening  of Impromptu  rules. Impromptu became an OHSSL category (after years of 

being a supplemental category at NFL National Tournaments). As all categories do, it is going 

through growth pains as we strive to figure out what òworksó well for coaches, competitors and 

judges  alike. Thereõs  a  perception  now  that students  are  relying  too  much  on   personal 

experience stories in the speeches and not dealing with the specific topic areas of the quotations. 

Should students  be required  to offer  an analysis  of the quotations? Be required to agree or 

disagree and support that position? 

¶ Congressional Debate at State Tournament: how do competitors get there? Congress has a 

long history in the OHSSL; it was so popular even into the early 1970õs that it had its own State 

Tournament. Then popularity dwindled, and it became an òadd-onó season in March to get the 

students ready for NFL Congress. Fortunately, the tide has turned again, and we see a steady 

growth in the skill levels of the competitors and the perceived value of this category. Congress 

was included in the last three State Tournaments as an òinvitationaló category ñ that means 

that every member school in the state could send as many as three Congress students to State. 

Many coaches and students would now like to see this category as a qualifying category through 

District tournaments; just as many would like to see it remain an invitational category. Should 

it remain as is or become a qualifying category? Is there a way to do both: some chambers might 

qualify, some chambers are invited? A separate issue is the awarding of sweepstakes points for 

Congress. 

¶ Changing script format and bibliography reporting for Original Oratory and Prose Poetry 

scripts. The PP scripts are currently formatted so that thereõs a clear distinction on the printed 

page between the prose selections and poetry selections (which are written and published by 

someone  other than the students)  and the introduction and transition material (which are 

written by the students). Is there a need for this anymore? Do PP scripts need to be submitted 

to District and State tournaments? Or should coaches and students just make the scripts avail-

able if the script is challenged (as we do now with DI, Duo, and HI scripts)?  Should we change 

the requirements for OO scripts? MLA is reported to be changing its format this summer; 

should we wait to see these results before we change our bibliography format? 

¶ Encouraging debaters to use laptops rather than paper during competition. In the spirit of 

ògoing green,ó should we as educators do away with all debate evidence òon cardsó and in òox 

boxesó  in favor of putting everything on computers?  Instead of  using the computers  as just 

evidence storage and retrieval during a debate (as we do now in policy debate), should we allow 

all debate categories to use the computers for evidence retrieval and flowing during rounds? 

  

  Coaches are encouraged to share their input with Executive Committee members. 



 

 

7350 BARD ROAD 

TIPP CITY, OHIO  45371 -7625 

Phone: 937-667-3955   Toll free 1-866-727-6477 

Fax: 937-669-8822 

Email: OHSSL@aol.com  or  linda@ohssl.org 

Student Speakers Today...  

Community Leaders Tomorrow  

Weôre on the web! 

www.ohssl.org 

                                                   Congratulations to those Ohio students  

competing at the NFL National  

Tournament in Kansas City in June.  

We are proud of you, and                  

We wish you òGood Tournament!ó  

 

WINNING  ORATIONS  2010 
  

This  collection  of original orations  from  the  semi-final  and  final rounds  at OHSSL  State Finals 2010  

may  be purchased  from  the  League  Office  for  $10 each,   plus  postage. Coaches will receive Winning 

Orations 2010 on a CD.  The orations are saved in an Adobe PDF file, so coaches must have Adobe Reader 

on their computers (available free  at www.adobe.com). This collection  has  been  copyrighted  to  protect  

the  students  from plagiarism. Winning Orations 2005, 2006, 2007,  2008 and 2009 are also available on 

CD for $10 each, plus postage.  Previous years’ collections  are available for $5  only on hard copies;  this 

includes years 1990 to 2004. Orations before 1990 are available in hard copies for $3.  Contact the League 

office  via email  (OHSSL@aol.com   or   linda@ohssl.org) to purchase Winning Orations. 
 
 


